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Initial Direction

Constant Check on ‘Right’ direction

Check for Landmarks / Indicators / 
Milestones



What was the ‘Purpose’

Who were the ‘Students’

What was the ‘Curriculum’

What was the ‘Method’



Gurukuls

Monastic Schools

Madrasas

Pathshalas

Privileged Class

Holistic / Religious

Residential

Groups / Individuals 
taught by a prominent 
teacher





Colonial Schools refer to the educational institutions established in the 

colonies of various empires, often reflecting the culture, priorities, and 

objectives of the colonial powers. These schools played a significant role in 

spreading the language, religion, and administrative practices of the 

colonizers, but they also shaped the educational experiences and social 

hierarchies within the colonies.



Meant for the masses – Public Schools

Employment at Industry

Co-Education

English Language

Secular / Missionary / Atheistic

Introduction of ‘Science’ – Rational 
Thinking

Non-residential





Meant for the masses

Safeguarding Religion

Urdu

Publicly funded

Residential – under 
prominent Ulama / Sheikh



Meant for the masses

Modern Knowledge

Employment Opportunity

Publicly funded

Residential – under 
prominent Ulama / Sheikh





MAO College was open to all communities, and 
had a sizeable number of Hindu students. The 

first graduate of the college was a Hindu

Sir Syed invited an Englishman, Theodore Beck, to 
serve as the first college principal.





Meant for the masses

Modern Knowledge

Employment Opportunity

Private / Aided

Non-Residential



No Co-Education

Uniform

Quran & Hifz

Deeniyath

Tarbiyah



The Dichotomy of Muslim systems of Education 
has “divided loyalties, created confusion in the 
minds of students and has led to intellectual 

schizophrenia of the ummah’s educated elites.”

Prof. Omar Kasule



Vs





First – 1977 – Makkah

Second – 1980 – Islamabad

Third – 1981 – Dhaka

Fourth – 1982 - Jakarta 

Fifth – 1987 – Cairo   

Key Discussions
The Basis for an Islamic 
Education System

Development of an 
Integrated Curriculum 
(Perennial Knowledge and 
Revealed Knowledge)

Writing Text books

Teacher Education





•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
Straightjacketed 
in Regulations



Small size

Limited water

Limited sunlight

Limited wind

No risk of animals



Robust size

Competition for resources

External Risk





•

•

•

•

•

•





Purpose of ‘Our’ Schools
Employment?
Leadership? – in what sense?
Taleem and Tarbiyah?

Target of ‘Our’ Efforts

Epistemology

Methodology

Expected Impact



Academic Excellence
Language
Content
Methods
Technology & AI
Faculty



Cultural
‘Fitting in’
Plan-B
Is ‘Deeniyath’ being used 
as an USP?



Tarbiyah
Curriculum
Methodology
Environment
Faculty



Social
Parental involvement
Society empowerment
Impact of ‘our’ Schools?
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